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GREECE. 

By  Consul  General  Alexander  Vf.  Weldell,  Athens. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  two  recent  wars  that  Greece  partici- 
pated in,  the  second  of  which  ended  in  August,  1913,  the  area  of  the 
Hellenic  Kingdom  was  some  25,010  square  miles,  with  an  estimated 
population  of  2,070,000.  The  territories  acquired  as  the  result  of  tlie 
wars  added  19,690  square  miles  to  its  area,  and  2.130,000  to  its  popu- 
lation. The  area  of  the  Kingdom  at  present  is  therefore  about  44,700 
square  miles — slightl.y  larger  than  the  State  of  Virginia — with  a 
population  of  approximately  4,800,000. 

In  the  new  territories  are  to  be- found  nine  towns  Avith  a  population 
of  more  than  11,000  each,  Saloniki  leading  with  174,000  inhabitants, 
according  to  the  census  of  1907,  which  total  has  been  considerably 
increased  b}^  the  advent  of  refugees  from  Bulgarian  and  Turkish 
dominions  following  the  wars. 

In  Old  Greece  there  are  15  towns  with  morp  than  10,000  inhabitants 
each.  Athens  and  its  sister  city  aiul  port,  Piranis,  form  the  metrop- 
olis of  tlie  united  country,  with  an  approximate  population  at  present 
of  275,000. 

General  Conditions  During  Last  Year. 

Despite  the  unrest  and  uncertainty,  general  conditions  in  Greece 
during  1914  were  fairly  good,  more  especially  the  first  six  months. 
Crops  were  good,  markets  were  easily  found  for  them,  prices  were 
satisfactory,  labor  was  obtainable,  and  few  industries  were  closed 
down.  In  both  imports  and  exports  Old  Greece  continued  on  prac- 
tically the  same  level  in  1914  as  in  tlie  preceding  12  months. 

In  New  Greece,  hoAvever,  of  Avhicli  Saloniki  forms  the  center  of 
population  and  business  life,  results  Averc  not  so  satisfactoi'A''  for 
seA'eral  reasons. 
Imports  and  Exports  ty  Countries. 

The  import  and  export  trade  of  Old  Greece  in  1914  Avas  A'alued  at 
$50,408,385  as  compared  Avith  $57,308,340  in  1913.  The  value  of 
goods  brought  into  the  country  in  1914  Avas  $33,800,970,  or  a  de- 
cline of  $540,157  from  1913.  The  losses  and  gains  Avere  fairly  dis- 
tributed, Avith  the  exce]:>tion  of  live  stock,  Avhich  fell  off  04  ]3er  cent 
in  the  number  of  head  and  82  per  cent  in  value.  The  high  level 
attained  in  1913  was  due  almost  entirely  to  the  existence  of  Avar,  Avith 
tlie  closing  of  the  Russian  market,  by  the  shutting  up  of  the  Dar- 
danelles, and  the  increased  needs  of  the  country  due  to  the  presence 
of  large  armed  forces  in  the  field.  The  latest  statistics  available 
showing  the  trade  by  countries  are  for  1913. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  and  ex- 
ports to  each  country  from  Old  Greece  for  1 913  as  compared  with  1912 : 


Countries. 


America,  North  and  Fouth. 

Austria-Hungary 

Belf;ium 

Bulgaria 

Egypt 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Roumania 

Russia 

S    itzerland 

Turkey 

All  other  countries 


Total 30,427,758     31,341,127 


Imports  from. 


1912 


SSOl, 
5,484, 

620, 
1,484, 

2,<3, 
1,651, 
2,600, 
7,330, 
1,256, 

840, 

562, 

4,554, 

41, 

1,649, 

1,201, 


1913 


$549, 

5,629, 

411, 

547, 

188, 

2,037, 

2,571, 

8,202. 

1,249, 

f:65, 

414, 

6,831, 

62, 

694, 

4,083, 


Exports  to. 


1912 


$2,472,005 

3,239.421 

1,022,253 

151,085 

2,049,424 

3,826,494 

2,8,>-3,915 

5,009,540 

2,226,869 

2,144,849 

191,534 

451.637 

247  qs2 

l,13o',806 

1,155,725 


28,2J9,439 


1913 


$1,787,825 

2,467,743 

1,666,425 

174,408 

1,673,393 

2,627,605 

2,350,947 

5,491,P33 

729,585 

1,832.278 

158,770 

548,343 

314,319 

265,169 

878,468 


22,967,213 


Articles  of  Import  Into  Old  Greece. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Old  Greece  during  1914  comj)ared 
with  1913  is  given  below : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  products 

An  ma  products 

Chem  ca!    products   and 

drugs 

Cotton  yarns  and  fabrics . . 
Esparto  and  hat-mating 

ma  er  al 

Fish  and  fish  products 

For:  st  products 

Furniture  and  other  wood 

articles 

Glasswareand  pottery 

Leather    and    manufac- 

tur  d  bones 

Livestock 


1913 


$9,168,584 
1,021,872 

1,562,147 
3, 524, 405 

288, 864 
1,785,251 
2, 575, 186 

35,151 
348, 714 

535,910 
2,466,910 


58,997,397 
764,090 

1,492,354 

4,808,984 

244,467 
1,674,022 
2,701,419 

30, 643 
444,903 

482,342 
438,538 


Articles. 


Metals  and  minerals: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Musical  and  scientific  in- 
struments  

Oil  and  oil  substances 

Paper  products 

Sugar  and  sugar  products. 

Tannery    material     and 
dyes.'. 

Wine  andliquors 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1913 


,102,409 
,139,253 

1.56,917 
295,303 
793,566 
,647,162 

113,043 
82,014 
698, 466 


34,341,127 


1914 


SO,  402, 473 
1,364,125 

209, 623 

230, 257 

673,144 

1,829,543 

110,729 
25, 666 
876, 251 


33,800,970 


Countries  of  Origin  of  Imports. 

The  principal  articles  and  their  value  imjoorted  into  Old  Greece 
during  1913  from  certain  countries  follow : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  products 

Animal  products 

Chemical  products 

Cotton  yams  and  fabrics 

Esparto  and  hat-ma  ing  ma- 
terial   

Fish  and  fishery  products 

Forest  products 

Fmniture  and  wooden  articles. 

Glas.sware  and  pottery 

Leather    and     manufactured 
bones 

Live  stoc"- 

Metals  and  minerals: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Musical  and  scientific  instru- 
ments  

Oil  and  oil  substances 

Paper  products  and  objects  of 
art 

Sugar  and  sugar  products , 

Tannery  material  and  dyes 

Wines  and  liquors 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


North 

and 

South 

America. 


$130,431 

61,310 

7,551 

153, 836 

228 

2,142 

3,808 

362 

152 

28,265 


116.420 

8,943 

5,196 
1,050 

3,939 

3,347 

99 


22, 826 


549, 895 


Austria- 
Hungary. 


$1,017,301 
351,907 
265,344 
363, 844 

27,868 

110,512 

1,232,326 

15,503 

67,916 

101,039 
3,275 

176,995 
167,061 

56,249 
44, 180 

320,704 

1,190,626 

21,578 

1,587 

93,531 


5,629,346 


Great 
Britain. 


841,714 

74,599 

396, 251 

1, 667, 561 

47,911 

752, 217 

14,781 

2,124 

50, 815 

51,411 
376 

4,668,832 
203, 862 

3,664 

7,655 

31,208 

83.762 

1  293 

1,363 

101,561 


France. 


$185,384 
158,189 
322, 937 
288,  640 

123, 185 

240,015 

19, 796 

6,734 

28,887 

175,968 
598 

46,564 
153,791 

14,383 
16,806 

12, 885 
71,814 
7,229 
21,672 
142.315 


8,202,960   2,037,792 


Geimany. 


$108, 221 
126, 202 
341,194 
2C3, 749 

23.316 

3,520 

31,714 

8,900 

154,992 

42,343 


492, 979 
495, 262 

50, 553 
3,351 

134, 834 

106,087 

21,712 

816 

161.344 


Italy. 


$131,596 

39, 868 

88,332 

495,440 

53, 555 
40,722 
64.147 
1,082 
10, 074 

4,973 
19,171 

2C3, 111 
5,740 

2,796 
956 

2,694 

3,176 

976 

1,450 

19,268 


$6,104,859 

10,294 

84 

666 

608 
166, 055 

184,764 


1, 249, 127 


Russia. 


353,367 


602 
936 


695 
173 


144 
1,597 


6,200 
742 


6,831,786 


i 
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•The  Export  Trade. 

Exports  frcm  Old  Greece  during  1014  declined  by  $359,800,  com- 
pared with  lOlo.  Marked  gains  were  shown  in  1914  in  the  shipments 
of  fish  and  fish  products,  manufactured  metals,  oils,  and  oil  sub- 
stances, and  tanning  and  dyeing  material. 

In  the  same  period  exports  of  animal  products,  chemical  products, 
leather  and  manufactured  bones,  crude  minerals,  wines,  and  liquors 
showed  declines  of  greater  or  less  extent. 

Gains  in  exports  of  agricultural  and  food  products  in  general  may 
be  ascribed  to  the  excellent  crops  of  1914  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding .year,  when  the  harvest  could  not  be  thoroughly  garnered, 
owing  to  the  absence  at  the  front  of  the  male  population  and  to  the 
quickened  demand  through  the  belligerent  countries  from  August, 
1914,  for  foodstuffs  of  all  kinds.  ^ 

The  falling  off  in  exports  of  wines  and  liquors  was  du.e  to  the  war, 
to  the  closing  of  certain  hitherto  profitable  markets  thereby,  and  to 
the  lessened  demand  from  other  quarters. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  and  their  value  from  Old 
Greece  during  1913  and  1914: 


Articles. 


1913 


Agricultural  products 

Animal  products 

Chemical  products 

Cotton  yarns  and  Fabrics. . 

Esparto  and  hat-making 
materinl 

Fish  and  fish  products 

Forest  products 

Furn  lure  and  other 
wooden  articles 

Glassware  and  pottery 

Leather  and  manufac- 
tured bones 

Live  stock 


Sll,423,949 

884,227 

215,440 

4, 503 

232 

75, 428 
382, 707 


1,207 


8,253 
48, 892 


Articles. 


Metals  and  minerals: 

Crude 

Manufactured 

Oil  and  ail  substances. . .. 

Paper  products  and  ob- 
jects 3f  art 

Sugar  and  sugar  products. 

Tannery    material    and 
dyes 

Wine '  and  liquors 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


13,920,554 

53,046 

1,702,967 

2,452 
9,740 

101 

4,145,617 

57,900 


22,967,215 


1914 


12,476,293 
342,607 

2,764,2J2 

2,927 
16,035 

30,217 
3,280,185 

55,232 


22,607,415 


American  Purchases  from  Greece. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consulates  throughout  Greece 
for  the  United  States  during  1914  were  valued  at  $11.33r),209  com- 
pared with  $9v352,554  for  1913.    The  articles  and  their  value  follow : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

$15,751 

6,971 

2,314 

12,329 

342,697 

4,203 

75,637 

4,719 

4,252 

50, 676 

1,223.217 

113^308 

$14,504 
11,426 

Ores: 

Chrome 

$53,935 

17, 133 

4,472 

2,447 

1,130 

3,070 

245 

202,248 

l,C8f) 

35, 506 

3,722 

(1,370,112 

13,319 
1,399 

93,037 

11,587 
-    19,514 

Butter 

S73,0Gl 

108  181 

3,135 

422,254 

320 

874,127 

5,451 

10,345 

16,104 

1,326,010 

141,042 

1,389 

1,8::  8 

397,554 
171 

935 
3,094 
1,017 
5, 706 

i4,8;;o 

22, 969 

397,679 
213,321 

Pickles,  peppers,  etc 

5,489 

Pictures,  calendars,  etc 

Plaster  casts 

1  411 

Cigarette  paper 

1,0G8 

Pumice  stone 

3  666 

Seeds 

5  17:{ 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Skins 

164,070 

Almonds  and  walnuts 

Soap 

2  207 

Citrons  ;  in  brine) 

Sponges 

36,695 
4  0^5 

Currants 

Tanning  material  .  . 

Figs 

Tobacco... 

6,853,491 

Vegetables: 

Mandarins 

24,170 
1,033 

Olives 

257, 9<,t3 

Dried 

Raisins 

2,161 

3,200 
1,816 

Wines  and  liquors: 

Beverage  spirits 

Furs: 

105,522 

Dressed 

13,806 
22,300 
3  130 

Not  dressed 

Wmes 

Gum  mastic 

Amylic  alcohol 

Household  effects 

Wools 

9, 492 
11,818 

•Telly 

18,399 
42, 195 

279,849 
44,811 

11,458 

Marbles 

Total 

oils: 

9,352,554 

11,335,209 

Olive 

Sulphur 
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Water  Supply  and  Sewage  Systems — Railway  Construction. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  construction  work  outside  of  railway 
building  now  under  contemplation  in  Greece  are  the  plnns  for  the 
building  of  a  water  supply  and  sewage  S3^stem  for  the  cities  of  Athens 
and  Pira3us  and  the  new  Government  arsenal  near  Salamis.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  water  supply  and  sewage  system  is  about  $11,000,000. 
[A  report  on  this  subject  was  published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Keports  for  Dec.  2G,  1914,  and  Coivimerce  Keports  for  Nov.  10,  1915.] 

It  was  at  first  anticipated  that  bids  for  this  work  would  be  opened 
early  in  1915 ;  the  matter  has  been  twice  postponed,  however,  and  it  is 
now  officially  stated  that  the  bids  will  be  examined  and  an  award 
made  on  January  2,  1916. 

Many  projects  looking  to  the  building  of  additional  railway  lines 
are  being  studied  by  the  Greek  Government,  although  no  definite  steps 
looking  to  the  carrying  through  of  such  construction  are  being  now 
undertaken. 

A  matter,  however,  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  country  is  the 
so-called  Junction  Line  from  Papapouli  to  Topsin,  59  miles  in  length, 
which  is  slowly  approaching  completion.  When  finished  this  route 
will  not  only  link  Greece  with  its  northern  new  Provinces,  but  will 
for  the  first  time  place  the  Hellenic  peninsula  in  immediate  touch  with 
western  Europe  and  make  of  Athens-Pirseus  a  logical  route  for  the 
Indian  mails.  [Reports  concerning  this  line  appeared  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  Jan.  26  and  Apr.  29,  1915.] 

The  20  locomotives,  as  well  as  the  steel  rails  and  crossties,  fish- 
plates, bolts,  etc.,  for  this  line  Avere  purchased  in  the  United  States; 
the  locomotives  were  set  up  at  Piraeus  by  American  engineers. 

The  contract  between  the  Greek  Government  and  the  American 
company  for  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  Junction  Line  called 
for  the  delivery  of  15,000  rails  of  12  meters  (39.37  feet),  weighing  40 
kilos  (88.18  pounds)  per  meter,  1,666  rails  of  11.955  meters  (39.21 
feet)  of  the  same  weight,  134,660  crossties,  with  bolts,  washers,  fish- 
plates, etc.,  for  the  above. 
New  Arsenal  for  the  Greek  Navy. 

Much  preliminary  work  has  been  done  on  the  proposed  new  arsenal 
for  the  Greek  Navy,  which  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  establish- 
ment at  Salamis.  The  cost  of  the  new  work  is  estimated  at  $14,000,000 ; 
it  is  being  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  British  engineers. 

For  sectional  contracts  English  firms  are  likely  to  be  favored,  but 
in  the  matter  of  supplies  and  equipment  the  work  should  offer  a  good 
opportunity  to  American  exporters.  The  plan  contemplates  the  con- 
struction of  an  electric  tramway  from  Athens  to  the  arsenal  in  addi- 
tion to  the  arsenal  itself.  [Confidential  circular  No.  236,  June  26, 
1914,  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  at 
Wasliington,  gave  details  of  the  project.] 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Greece — Parcel-Post  Convention. 

In  the  closing  months  of  1914,  through  the  activity  of  the  consul 
general  at  Athens  and  the  consul  at  Patras,  chambers  of  commerce 
Avere  organized  in  the  two  cities.  There  is  also  a  chamber  of  com- 
merce at  Saloniki.  These  associations  are  branches  of  the  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Levant,  with  headquarters  at  Con- 
stantinople. [These  organizations  were  described  at  length  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Jan.  20,  1915.] 
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A  parcel-post  convention  Avas  concluded  between  Greece  and  the 
United  States  in  1913  and  ratified  under  date  of  July  11  of  that  year. 

The  number  of  parcels  received  from  the  United  States  from  April 
2G,  lOltt,  to  the  close  of  the  year  was  2,571 ;  the  number  sent  to  the 
United  States  in  the  same  period  was  only  615. 

In  1913  about  300  postal  orders,  of  the  value  of  less  than  $5,000, 
were  sent  from  Greece  to  the  United  States,  while  in  the  same  period 
there  were  received  from  the  United  States  83,826  orders,  valued  at 
$3,281,000.  This  sum  of  money  represents  in  large  measure  sav- 
ings effected  by.  Greelcs  in  tlie  United  States  and  sent  back  to  their 
relatives  here.  In  1914  the  value  of  postal  orders  sent  to  the  United 
States  from  Greece  totaled  $154.-100,  divided  among  497  remittances ; 
and  the  postal  orders  received  from  the  United  States  totaled  90,613. 
valued  at  $3,474,000. 

Agricultural  Conditions  and  Principal  Crops. 

Tobacco,  currants,  olives,  figs,  opium,  cocoons,  the  vine,  wheat,  and 
rice  are  the  principal  agricultural  products. 

In  Old  Greece  tobacco  is  cultivated  on  a  large  scale  in  certain  sec- 
tions— the  districts  of  Nauplia,  Argos,  Phthiotis,  Trichonie,  Misso- 
longhi,  Almyros,  Carditsa,  and  various  islands.  The  best  known  to- 
baccos are  Lamia  and  Agrinion.  Tobacco  is,  however,  the  principal 
article  of  production  and  export  from  New  Greece.  Figures  and 
comments  on  the  movement  of  tobacco  are  to  be  found  in  the  report, 
supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  7b,  from  Saloniki. 

Currants  are  cultivated  principally  in  the  consular  district  of  Patras. 
The  principal  centers  of  this  growth  are  the  Provinces  of  Messenia, 
Elis,  Patras,  Triphylie,  Aegion,  Corinth,  and  the  islands  of  Cepha- 
lonia  and  Zante. 

Olives  are  cultivated  throughout  Old  Greece.  Large  quantities 
of  olives  in  brine  are  shipped  abroad,  while  the  oil  extracted  from  the 
fruit  finds  a  ready  market  in  all  the  great  centers  of  the  world.  Olives 
in  brine,  with  bread,  constitute  one  of  the  principal  foods  of  the 
poorer  classes.  On  an  average  the  olive  trees  yield  a  good  crop  only 
biennially. 

From  the  Ionian  Islands  are  sent  perhaps  80  per  cent  of  the  oil  ex- 
ported from  Greece.  Although  large  producing  countries,  Italy  and 
France  are  the  largest  buyers  of  Grecian  olive  oil.  Italy  takes  half 
the  quantity  exported. 

The  oil  extracted  from  the  refuse  of  the  presses  through  the  aid  of 
carbon  bisuli:>hide  and  known  to  the  trade  as  sulphur  olive  oil  or 
olive  foots  oil  is  used  extensively  in  the  making  of  soaps.  Marseille 
is  a  large  market  for  this  product,  while  there  is  a  considerable  de- 
mand for  it  in  the  United  States. 

The  cultivation  of  the  fig  is  carried  on  with  particular  success  in 
the  lower  Peloponnesus,  especially  in  the  district  of  Messenia,  where 
there  are  entire  forests  of  this  tree.  These  figs,  dried  in  the  sun  or  in 
furnaces,  are  hardly  inferior  to  those  of  Smyrna,  and  constitute  an 
important  article  of  exportation. 

Increased  Shipments  of  Opium — Cultivation  of  the  Vine. 

Exports  of  opium  from  Greece  rank  in  value  after  tobacco  and 
currants.  The  enormous  increase  in  1914  over  the  preceding  year 
was  due  to  the  war  and  the  deflecting  to  Saloniki  of  shipments 
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which  would  otherwise  have  reached  the  market  through  different 
channels.  The  opium  shipped  from  Greece  is  for  the  manufacture 
of  morphine.  This  subject  is  treated  at  length  in  a  report  published 
in  supplement  to  (\)]\rjMEKCK  Kepouts  7b.  June  22,  li)15. 

The  vine  is  cultivated  almost  throughout  Old  (Ireece.  The  wines 
of  Corinth.  Patras,  Cephalonia,  Euboea,  Attica,  and  from  the  isles 
of  Tinos,  Crete,  Naxos,  Santorin,  etc.,  are  finding  a  slovrly  expand- 
ing market  abroad.  In  the  Attica  Plain  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
is  also  important,  and  in  this  district  large  quantities  of  cognac  are 
])roduced. 

The  report  of  La  Societe  Hellenique  des  Yins  et  Spiritneux  for 
1914  is  encouraging  despite  the  adverse  conditions  created  by  the  war. 
The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  wines  was  offset  by  larger  domestic 
and  foreign  sales  of  alcohols  at  advantageous  prices.  This  company, 
which  manufactures  considerable  quantities  of  marmalade,  has  un- 
dertaken to  export  large  c|uan.tities  of  this  product  to  the  United 
States ;  but  up  to  the  present  the  resut  has  been  unsatisfactory,  it  hav- 
ing been  found  impossible  to  execute  all  orders  received.  Denatured 
alcohol,  for  lighting,  is  being  sold  in  increased  quantities.  Gratify- 
ing results  in  the  production  and  sale  of  cognac  are  also  reported. 

Wheat  and  Rice  Cultivation — Cheese  Making. 

Wheat  is  cultivated  more  especially  in  New  Greece,  in  the  fertile 
plains  of  Thessah\  where  gradually  modern  methods  of  agriculture 
are  being  introduced.  Desi)ite  this  the  country  is  far  from  producing 
sufficient  for  its  needs.  In  the  past  the  deficit  has  been  generally  met 
b}^  imports  from  liussia,  Koumania,  and  Bulgaria.  With  the  cutting 
off  of  these  sources,  largely  owing  to  the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles, 
it  became  necessary  for  Greece  to  look  to  other  countries.  The 
United  States  has  profited  by  this  condition  and  has  sold  large  quan- 
tities of  wheat  in  tlie  Grecian  market.  The  purchases  have  averaged 
in  value  about  $2,000,000  per  month.  Early  in  the  Euro])ean  war  the 
Government  took  over  the  buying  of  wheat,  the  National  Bank  of 
Greece  acting  as  its  agent.  Since  that  time  regular  shipments  from 
American  ports  have  been  received  at  Pira^is,  and  these  have  been 
disposed  of  to  the  various  millers  and  merchants. 

The  cultivation  of  rice  is  growing  rapidly  in  the  district  of  Mar- 
garithion,  Epirus,  and  in  Thessaly.  The  area  under  cultivation  in 
Thessaly  in  1914,  according  to  a  report  from  Saloniki,  v,'as  about 
1,113  acres,  producing  819,786  pounds  of  rice.  In  Greek  Macedonia 
the  local  suppl}^  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  steps  are  being  taken  to  increase  the  acreage  under  culti- 
vation, the  many  marshy  districts  of  the  country  being  well  adapted 
to  this  branch  of  agriculture.  [A  report  on  the  subject  of  rice  culti- 
vation in  Macedonia  appeared  in  Co3imerce  Reports  for  September 
1, 1915.] 

Cheese  manufactured  in  Greece  is  from  the  milk  of  the  goat,  and 
is  in  two  varieties — a  soft  cheese  curdled  in  brine  and  the  so-called 
head  cheese.  The  entire  quantity  exported  in  1914  was  nearly 
0.000,000  pounds,  of  which  a  good  percentage  was  sent  to  the  United 
States.  The  total  export  movement  of  1914  increased  over  1913  by 
about  25  per  cent.  The  value  of  cheese  exported  to  the  United  States 
in  1914  was  $422,254,  being  almost  entirely  for  consumption  of  Greek 
colonies  in  America. 
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Imports  of  Coal — Mineral  Output. 

Coal  Avas  imported  into  Greece  in  1014  to  the  amount  of  432,405 
metric  tons,  which  is  T1.2()8  metric  tons  less  than  for  1913.  This 
decrease  was  due  to  the  war  in  the  last  half  of  1914,  to  the  closino;  of 
the  Dardanelles,  the  restrictions  on  the  exportation  of  coal  from  Eno;- 
land,  and  other  causes.  The  laro-e  proportion  of  the  coal  imported 
is  from  the  British  Isles.  The  limited  movement  from  the  United 
States  began  after  the  close  of  1914.  Prices  in  1913  and  the  first 
half  of  1914  at  Piraeus  were  30  shillings  ($7.30)  ])er  ton  for  Cardiff 
coal.     In  December,  1914,  the  price  had  advanced  to  55  shillings. 

The  latest  figures  available  relating  to  the  mineral  output  of  ()ld 
Greece  are  for  1913.  The  following  table  gives  some  of  the  mineral 
production  for  1913 : 


Mineral. 

Output. 

Mineral. 

Output. 

Mineral. 

Output. 

Iron 

Tom. 

310,078 

6, 323 

159, 348 

30,717 

17,424 

26, 013 

65 

5,560 

38,046 

Chrome  ore 

Mag  esite 

Furnace  products: 

Lead  in  turtles 

Calcined  zinc 

Magnetic,      cal- 
cined  

Magnes  te,    dead 
burnt 

Tom. 
6,342 
98,517 

18,309 
20,646 

29,852 

1,963 

Marble   and    quarry- 
products: 
Marbles . 

Tom. 

Ferronang  nese 

Lead 

12,058 
2,230 
19,215 
24  900 

Z  nc 

Gypsum  . 

Nic  el 

Salt 

Iron  pyrites 

Santorino  earth  .. 

Copper 

Emery 

Sulphur  ore 

a  Pieces. 

The  chrome  ore  shipped  to  the  United  States  comes  from  a  mine 
in  Thessaly.  The  price  has  remained  unchanged,  due  to  the  fact 
that  a  contract  exists  which  does  not  expire  until  the  end  of  1916. 
With  the  termination  of  this  contract  prices  will  doubtless  advance 
in  view  of  the  increased  demand  in  Europe  for  the  mineral. 
Grecian  Merchant  Marine. 

The  number  of  steam  vessels  in  the  Greek  merchant  marine  at 
the  end  of  1914  Avas  440  of  901,714  tons,  or  an  increase  of  37  steamers 
of  234,114  tons  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Perhaps  one-sixth  of  the  merchant  marine  of  the  country  is  en- 
gaged in  normal  times  in  trade  with  Black  Sea  or  other  Levantine 
ports.  All  of  this  business  has  ceased,  but  there  have  been  large 
compensations  in  other  quarters. 

During  last  year  the  National  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  which  is 
the  only  Greek  trans- Atlantic  line,  put  into  service  the  steamer 
King  Constantine,  of  10,000  tons.  This  is  to  be  followed  by  a  sister 
ship,  Queen  Sophia,  also  destined  for  the  Piraeus-New  York  service. 
In  addition,  this  company  has  added  to  its  fleet  the  steamers  Hes- 
2)eria,  Sijrla,  and  Asia,  which  are  engaged  in  trade  in  Mediterranean 
waters. 
Increased  Freight  Rates  Between  United  States  and  Greece. 

Following  the  withdrawal  at  the  beginning  of  the  European  war 
of  a  large  number  of  vessels  of  belligerent  countries  from  trade 
routes,  an  advance  in  freight  rates  was  inevitable.  This  Avas  par- 
ticularly marked  in  the  eastward  movement  of  freight — from  Amer- 
ican ports  to  Greece — though  there  was  also  an  advance  in  rates  on 
Avestbound  merchandise.  The  following  figures,  supplied  by  a  local 
shipping  company,  shoAvs  the  freight   rates,  in  shillings    (1   shil- 
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ast  six  months  of  1914  compared  with  the 
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Articles 
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Piuiii  wmv  ruik 

Oleo  oil  in  barrels 

Cotton  in  bale; 

Lubrieatini;  oil  in  barrel 
Leather  in  cases 


PirsBiis  to  New  York: 

Olive  oil  in  barrels 

Liquors  and  wine  in  cases . . 
C'heee  in  cases  or  barrels. . . 
Olives  in  barrels 


Second 
half. 


Shillings. 
45 
40 
40 
40 


Increased  Cost  of  Living — Government  Contracts. 

The  increased  cost  of  living-  in  Greece  which  had  .shown  an  up- 
ward tendency  throuiJ:hont  the  country,  but  more  especially  in  the 
Sahmiki  district,  foHowinji;  the  partial  a])plication  to  that  territory 
of  the  Greek  tariff  after  the  Balkan  wars,  witnessed  a  still  furthei- 
advance  in  the  last  six  months  of  1914.  This  advance  is  estimated 
at  2;")  per  cent  to  30  per  cent.  Athens  is  perhaps  the  most  expensive 
capital  in  Europe.  A  cause  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  excessive 
rentals  demanded,  due  to  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  refugees 
of  the  better  class  in  the  jjrincipal  centers  of  population. 

Greece  not  being  an  industrial  country,  the  Government  has  to  buy 
its  supplies  in  many  lines  from  abroad,  notably  in  e(iuipment  for 
its  railways,  telephone  and  telcgrai)h  lines,  the  postal  service,  and 
the  army  and  navy.  The  usual  method  ])ursued  is  to  publish  a  call 
for  bids  in  the  (xovernment  Gazette.  These  notices  rarely  appear 
in  time  to  be  of  A'alue.  hence  the  necessity  of  having  direct  repre- 
sentatives on  the  ground  who  are  not  alone  familiar  with  the  language 
and  customs,  but  who  can  usual h^  ascertain  well  in  advance  when 
supplies  will  be  needed.  Such  agents  must  be  provided  with  proper 
documents,  authenticated  by  a  Greek  consular  officer,  setting  forth 
their  power  to  bind  their  principals;  this  is  essential. 

Import  Needs  of  Greece — Inspection  of  Fniit-Packing  Houses. 

The  import  needs  of  Greece,  methods  of  reaching  the  n.iarket,  op- 
i:)ortunities  for  American  exporters,  credit  terms,  etc.,  have  been 
treated  in  the  various  re})orts  submitted  by  consular  officers  in 
Greece.  [See  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  11  and 
Dec.  2,  1914.  | 

During  1914,  455  inspections  of  packing  hou.ses  in  which  currants 
or  figs  were  being  prepared  for  the  American  market  were  made. 
In  91  cases  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  were  adverse.  The  friction 
Avhich  in  some  cases  at  first  accompanied  these  inspections  seems 
to  have  disappeared. 

Emigration  Movement  from  Greece  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  according  to  statistics  of  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Immigration,  45,881  Greeks  entered  the 
laiited  States.  This  is  the  largest  number  in  10  years  with  the  ex- 
(;eption  of  1907,  when  the  movement  totaled  40.283.  The  passengers 
embarking  from  Grecian  ]Dorts  to  the  United  States  in  the  calendar 
year  1914,  numbered  34,201,  divided  as  follows:  First  class,  1,137; 
second  class,  7,531 ;  third  class,  25,533. 
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